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Dear Valued Stakeholder,

Re: Transition to ECSA Digital Certificates Powered by PrivySeal

The Engineering Council of South Africa (ECSA) is pleased to announce the official transition
from traditional printable registration certificates to real-time digital certificates with real-time
verification seals, powered by PrivySeal to go live on 07 August 2025.

The new ECSA digital certificate impacts persons registered in candidate, professional and
specified categories of registration and is informed by our broader digital transformation
strategy to enhance service delivery and regulatory efficiency.

The shift to a more secure, accessible and verifiable certificate will now allow Registered
Persons, employers, members of the public and other key stakeholders to instantly verify the
registration status of engineering practitioners registered with ECSA.

The digital certificates will display the contact information of a Registered Person in a redacted
format, and this allows for better visibility, confirmation of a Registered Persons identity but
more importantly the protection of the Registered Person’s professional registration and
information.

Both the ECSA digital seal and linked certificate update dynamically eliminating the risk of
outdated or fraudulent paper certificates. The digital seal disappears when the Registered
Person is no longer in good standing and the linked registration certificate is replaced by a
notice requesting the viewer to “Kindly contact the Certificate Issuer”. This feature is unique
to PrivySeal’s service and has been demonstrated to enhance regulatory compliance.

This move implies that no more physical copies will be issued by ECSA from 07 August 2025
and certificates will be securely accessible from the ECSA and PrivySeal portal.

The paper-based certificates are only valid until 31 December 2025, from 01 January 2026
the Digital Registration certificates will be the only proof of registration with ECSA.

For any questions related to the digital seal and linked certificate please reach out to our
Customer Representative Centre at engineer@ecsa.co.za or call us at 086 122 5555.

Thank you for your continued support to our endeavours as we regulate the engineering
profession and assure public safety.
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